EXERCISE OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT          I2g

in general, to exercise independence of judgment as far as
their learning will allow.1 But almost as early as the time
of the disciples of Abu Hamfah, one can detect the origin
of that peculiar state of mind which gratuitously assumes
that jurists of great calibre of mind are no longer to be met
and so it has been the current view for a long time to
consider the muftis and the judges as mere muqallids or
mujtahids of the most limited scope of research. Conse-
quently special rules have been elaborated as to the preced-
ence of doctors' opinions in giving a fatwa or rendering a
judgment.2

Special rules have been established also concerning taqlid
and -the duties of the 'ammis (ignorant) who have to apply
to the muftis in order to find out what the law is. Refer-
ence will here be made only to a few of them. According
to Abu '1-Khattab, the duty of an 'arnmi a is to apply to the
mujtahid for the solution of his difficulties, but he must see
to it that he applies to a person whom he knows to possess
the ability for that work, either because the latter has repu-
tation for science or piety, or because he has been recom-
mended to him. Consequently he must not apply to a person
whose condition is unknown to him, although some claim
that he may. Some hold that the educated person is
obliged to follow the opinion of a mujtahid only when
he feels convinced about the soundness of the latter's argu-
ments. It has been a matter of dispute as to whether in
intellectual matters, that is matters which are outside of the
sharfah sciences, taqlid is legitimate or obligatory. When

1 It will be remembered that a mujtahid need not be of the full rank
and that he is bound to know only as much as he needs for the deter-
mining of the particular question he is interested in.

1 For full details see 'Atdmkfriyyah, vol. iii, pp. 383-387; cf. al-Fatdwa
dl-Kubraf vol. ii, p. 212.

3 Majmu, p. 140.